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special permission. Thirdly, it should have been pointed
out to citizens that by leaving the countryside and the
villages untenanted they were helping the enemy, since
German agents could carry out their work of sabotage
unwatched and undisturbed. Besides keeping a lookout
for parachutists, they should have been told to build
barricades and have gkss to throw on the roads should
German motor-cyclists and cars approach.
To do all this would have required a high degree of
courage on the part of the French citizen. But I believe
that if the local authorities had been present to encourage
them and to keep them busy preparing methods of
defence, they would have willingly responded to such
an appeal. Everywhere I went behind the front lines,
the spirit was excellent among French citizens. They
would have been prepared to defend their houses and
the streets of their villages, but once they had launched
out from their homes on the unknown adventure of
the great trek southwards, short of food and often
separated from other members of the family, they lost
heart and became liable to waves of panic. It can also
be argued that unarmed citizens can do little against
well-armed mechanized troops. That is true, and
everyone would have been wise to remain indoors
when the main body of troops arrived. They would
have been safer there than on the roads, where they
were liable to be machine-gunned and bombed from
the air, or caught up by mechanized troops, who were
in a hurry to push on and therefore ruthless against
anyone in their way. On the other haad, these troops